
NEWS OF ZION LUTHERAN | ANOKA NOVEMBER 2021

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat) 
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
5 pm (Sat)
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

November 6-7
John 11:32-44

November 13-14

Mark 13:1-8

November 20-21
John 18:33-37

November 27-28
Luke 21:25-36

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Zion 152 Years - Living in Faith
If you have not yet returned your Stewardship Commitment 
for 2022, please mail it in, drop it off at the church office or 
place it in one of the offering boxes on Sunday. We appreciate you returning your 
pledge for 2022. If you have misplaced your stewardship material, extra copies are 
available at the front desk or you may go to www.zionanoka.org and click on the 
“2022 Pledge” button and complete the form online. Thank you for your faithful 
support of Zion’s Mission and Ministry!

All Saints Sunday and Luminaries for Loved Ones
All Saints Sunday is Sunday, November 7 and it is the day we acknowledge those 
we love and cherish who, during this past year, were commended into the arms of 
our Savior’s mercy for the blessed rest of everlasting peace. We will name the Zion 
members who have died as well as give you the opportunity in worship to write a 
name on a card of the saint you would like to remember.

In the evening, we will have our Luminaries for Loved Ones event in our Zion 
parking lot from 5:30-7 p.m. where you can drive through our lot, listening to 
music through our radio transmitter and pray and remember all the saints who 
have touched your lives. You are invited to pick up a white paper bag from church, 
decorate the bag any way you would like or just write the name of your loved one(s) 
on the bag(s). We will collect completed bags through noon on November 7 when we 
will have a group fill each bag with sand and a tea light and place them in our lot.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship at Zion
Join us for Thanksgiving worship Wednesday evening, Nov 24 at 5 & 6:30 p.m. 
in our Sanctuary. We will share together favorite songs and a message of 
Thanksgiving. Zion’s nursery will be open during both services. In addition, 
livestream of both services will be available on Zion’s website and Facebook page.

In this Herald, please find a special giving envelope for our ingathering for the 
ACBC food shelf. We are asking for a monetary donation rather than the normal 
ingathering of groceries (due to the pandemic). Please make checks payable to 
ACBC and bring the envelope to Zion during office hours, mail it in, or bring it to our 
Thanksgiving services. Thank you!

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Remember to set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, November 6. Central 
Standard Time begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday, November 7.



As we approach our Thanksgiving holiday, it is typically a time to take stock of our blessings and 
to express our gratitude to God for all the ways that he has provided for us. I realize that for some 
of us, it may be a bit harder to give thanks this year. We are in our 20th month since the pandemic 
began. Some have lost dear loved ones and others have had long-term health issues caused by the 
virus. Our way of life has changed for many. Some feel a level of frustration over masks and other 
precautions, while others are frustrated by those who do not take the precautions seriously. 
There is still uncertainty about the COVID-19 virus and we are living with increased angst. It is 
with this backdrop that we will be observing Thanksgiving in a few weeks.

a message from Pastor Brent

I am reminded of the story about a 7-year-old boy growing up in a farming community in Nebraska. One spring, he 
lost his arm in an accident on the farm. He spent seven months in rehabilitation. He returned to his second grade 
Sunday School class just before Thanksgiving. The teacher gave the class an assignment. She asked them to draw 
a picture of something for which they were thankful. She was distressed when she glanced over and realized that 
the little boy was drawing a picture of a little boy with only one arm. She really felt bad that she had given the 
class this assignment, which was only going to draw attention to the little boy’s new disability. It came time for 
the children to share their pictures. The boy said: “I drew this picture because I am thankful to God—that my one 
arm is so strong!”

St. Paul wrote: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances.” May all of us find time 
around this Thanksgiving season to look for our blessings, even in the midst of this challenging time in our world. 
Join us for Thanksgiving Worship at Zion on Wednesday evening, November 24 at 5 or 6:30 p.m. in our Sanctuary. 
Both services will also be livestreamed. May this Thanksgiving give us an opportunity to renew our sense of 
gratitude even in the midst of uncertainty.

With gratitude for each one of you,

Priceless in God’s Eyes
By Colleen Nelson

How much are you worth? Any idea? What parameters might you use to calculate your value? If you’re working 
full-time, you might refer to your salary and benefit package for starters. Or maybe your self-worth is tied to 
your assets and bank accounts. Better yet, if the need arose, how much money would it take to replace you? A 
2018 article on careertrend.com, entitled The Duties of a Domestic Engineer, listed the annual salary for a stay-at-
home parent at $162,581, which I imagine is even higher in 2021. It’s interesting to note that every one of these 
scenarios measure the worth of an individual using dollars and cents. The obvious flaw with this approach is 
glaring, when we take into consideration an infant. At birth this child of God has no skills, talents or degrees and 
yet if you were to ask the family, they would say their baby’s worth is immeasurable. In other words, to the people 
who love us it’s more about who we are, not what we do. And we cannot discount to whom we belong either. In 
Matthew 10:29-31 Jesus assures us that we are priceless in the eyes of God. He states, “Are not two sparrows sold 
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered.” Christian artist Lauren Daigle reminds us how special we are to God in her song entitled 
Love Like This. Excerpt-When I am a desert, you are the river that turns to find me. Your voice like a whisper breaking 
the silence. You say there’s a treasure, you look ‘til you find it. You search to find me. What have I done to deserve love 
like this? I cannot earn what you so freely give. In the next week or so, I invite you to contemplate what makes you 
unique and to make time to celebrate the one and only YOU.



Upcoming Baptism Class
If you would like to know more about baptism at Zion, we will be having a baptism class on Sunday, November 14 
at 10 a.m. Baptisms are part of worship either Saturdays at 5 p.m. or at our blended service on Sunday mornings 
at 11 a.m. Contact Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Connie ctiede@zionanoka.org to register.

Fare For All - November Holiday Pack
Fare For All will be indoors at Zion (enter Door 2) on Thursday, November 11 from 4–6 p.m. All guests and 
volunteers will be REQUIRED to wear a mask when in the building. The Holiday Pack consists of: a Jennie-O 
turkey (8–10 lbs.), herb garlic pork loin (twin pack, 3.5 lbs. total), sage pork sausage (1 lb.), 2 French-cut green 
beans (2 lbs. total) and a Sara Lee pumpkin pie (27 oz.) – all for only $30. All are welcome!

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Zion will be hosting a blood drive on Monday, November 15 from 1:30–6:30 p.m. in the CLC. To make an 
appointment call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter: Zion. All guests 
and volunteers are REQUIRED to wear a mask when in the building. Walk-ins welcome if openings are available.

Adult Choir Rehearsals Resume Wednesday, Nov. 3
Greetings Zion Lutheran Church! I am excited to meet you all very soon for the first Adult Choir rehearsal on 
Wednesday night, November 3 at 6:30 p.m. The upside to the pandemic is that our society is becoming more 
appreciative of the fragility of communal, public music making. Singing together is an important aspect of 
Christian worship, especially as Lutherans! As we emerge from our homes to sing together once again, I hope 
we do it with a renewed sense of graciousness and appreciation for the experience. And with a renewed sense 
of urgency and joy. I ask that you join us for choir only if you’re fully vaccinated. And I also ask that you wear a 
mask, as per CDC guidelines. The disposable paper ones allow for better sound transmission; heavy cloth ones 
absorb too much sound (but wear whatever makes you feel the most safe). We will meet in the Sanctuary where 
we can have a safe social distance. I look forward to discovering the sounds and personalities of the choir at Zion. 
And even more, I look forward to sharing that wonderful, communal sound with the greater body of Christ every 
Sunday, from now until eternity.

Dr. Jonathan Campbell, Director of Music and Worship

november worship opportunities

welcome and worship

Weekend Worship
In-person & online: Saturdays at 5 p.m.; Sundays at 8, 9 & 11 a.m.

Radio Broadcast 106.1 BOB-FM: Sundays at 9 a.m. (live)
Cable TV Channel 6: Saturdays at 5 p.m.; Sundays at 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
In-person & online: Wednesday, November 24 at 5 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Nursery available during both services.



Thank You, Claire!
Claire Jones has served as Zion’s Kids Choir Director for over two years. This fall Claire has 
stepped down from her position but will continue to be involved in Zion’s music program in 
other ways. We are so grateful to Claire for sharing her gifts and serving faithfully during the 
challenges of the COVID-19 Pandemic. When Jonathan Campbell, our new Director of Music and 
Worship, begins in November, we will determine how we go forward with our children’s music 
ministry.

New Small Group Study - “Vanishing Grace” by Philip Yancey
Why does the church stir up so many negative feelings, chasing the younger generation away? In his unique 
storytelling style, bestselling author Philip Yancey shows how we can share grace in a compelling way, and thus 
bring the healing power of good news to our badly divided society.

You can sign up for a small group at the Welcome Desk and purchase the Vanishing Grace book for $10 at the front 
desk. Classes are on Mondays at 1 p.m., Tuesday mornings at 7:30 a.m. (Zoom); Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m.; and Thursday afternoons at 1 p.m. (Zoom).

Sunday Adult Forums
Join us each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for our Sunday Adult Forums. Listed below is the 
schedule for the upcoming weeks:

• Nov 7 - Katie Langston: Sealed: An Unexpected Journey into the Heart of Grace: Katie Langston is a doubter 
by nature and a believer by grace. She is the director of digital strategy for Luther Seminary’s innovation 
team, where she oversees digital projects aimed at cultivating vibrant Christian spirituality in a postmodern, 
post-Christian cultural context. She writes and speaks to Christian audiences about Mormonism, and to 
Mormon audiences about Christianity, and is a popular blogger, podcaster, and preacher. Katie lives in 
southern Utah with her husband, two daughters, and dogs Willow and Buffy. Sealed: An Unexpected Journey 
into the Heart of Grace is her first book.

• Nov 14 - Faithful: Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph – A Carpenter Named Joseph. We will begin a four-week 
DVD study by Adam Hamilton as we study Joseph and what we as Christians can learn from him. He started 
his journey as an unknown carpenter, but Joseph became the earthly father of Jesus. For his part in the 
nativity story, he faced a situation much like our own - encountering life circumstances he didn’t choose or 
understand. His courageous actions were crucial to the birth of Christ and God’s salvation plan for humanity.

• Nov 21 - Faithful: Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph - Whose Child Is This?
• Nov 28 - Faithful: Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph - Raising a Child Not Your Own
• Dec 5 - Faithful: Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph - The Journey to Bethlehem

Zion Pages Book Group
Monday, Nov 22 | 6:30 p.m. | Zoom
We will discuss Murder at Spirit Falls (No Ordinary Women Mysteries Book 1) by Barbara Deese and Dorothy 
Olson. Zion Pages meets the 4th Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Contact Pastor Sue 763-506-8128 or 
swallager@zionanoka.org for Zoom invitation.

worship and grow



Camp Wapo Noisy Offering - November 13 & 14
Thank you to everyone who brought in their Noisy Offering in October! We gathered $305.51. The next weekend 
that the Camp Wapo Noisy Offering buckets will be out is on November 13 & 14. We will continue to have a bucket 
at the Welcome Center for those who would want to drop off their Noisy Offering during our normal office hours. 
The Noisy Offering goes to support Camp Wapo’s dining hall expansion campaign. You can see all of Camp Wapo’s 
updates on the project at https://lakewapo.org/news/gather-update/.

Tot Town Sunday School
Tot Town Sunday School is designed for children ages 0-2 plus their grown-ups! Join us 
for Bible stories, songs, and a chance to connect with other Zion families. We meet in the 
Spark Park from 10:30-10:50 a.m. No pre-registration necessary. Masks required for ages 
3+. Questions? Email Lee lneitge@zionanoka.org.

First Communion Classes
First Communion instruction will be offered on Sunday, November 7 from 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. in the CLC. We 
practice open communion at Zion, so parents, if you feel your children are ready, please sign up. Children will 
receive their first communion at the service of your choice on November 14, 21 or 28. Other dates available upon 
request. Please have at least one adult accompany the child to class. Contact Ann acampbell@zionanoka.org to 
register, or for more information. If you’re unable to attend, our next class is March 27.

New This Year: Whirl Wednesdays!
There’s still time to join Whirl Wednesdays, our midweek program for kids grades K-5! 
We meet Wednesdays from 6-7:15 p.m. and explore Bible stories through games, music, 
crafts and drama with the “help” of the “Whirl Kids!” For information, contact Jenny 
JGustafson@zionanoka.org.

Youth Summer Trips 2022
We are back at it, planning for summer 2022! We have landed on two different trips that will be offered to high 
school students next summer. Our first trip, planned for mid-July will take us to Colorado for an amazing outdoor 
adventure at Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp! While there, participants will get to experience a 4-day backpacking 
trip on Rainbow Trail! This will be a new experience for many of us and we are all super excited to be able to go on 
this adventure together.

For our second trip in early August, we will be heading back to Duluth! This past year’s trip to Duluth was full 
of excitement and everyone learned a lot about different opportunities to serve. We will keep up the tradition of 
staying at Camp Amnicon just outside Superior, WI! As we continue these partnerships in Duluth, we look forward  
to discovering more about ways that we can serve their community and ours back home.

With these two trips set, fundraisers will be starting up again. We greatly appreciate all of the support that the 
congregation has shown towards the youth summer trips these past years and cannot thank you all enough. Stay 
on the lookout for more info on our next fundraiser in December, Family Feud and Silent Auction!

grow



grow and care

Baptisms
Oct 2 - Annika Jones
Oct 16 - Charlotte Crowe
Oct 17 - Novalynn 
Castronuovo
Oct 24 - Drew Sletten

Craig Bakken
Donna Fiske-Iseminger
Richard Gedde
Kristine Johnson
Julie Kunz
Lois Peterson

Isaac & Beth Quarberg
Glenn & Colleen Virgin
Carol Buelow
Liz Jensen

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:

Growing Through Loss© - Fall Grief Series Continues
This six-week series is held Thursday evenings at Zion. Each evening begins with registration at 6:45 p.m. At 7 
p.m. a guest speaker discusses a grief topic, followed by facilitated small groups. You are welcome to come and 
listen to the speaker; support group participation is optional. The evening ends at 9 p.m. Each session is complete 
in itself. You are welcome to attend one or all sessions. There is no pre-registration or fee and the event is open to 
the public. For further information please call (763) 354-7828 or contact Pastor Sue swallager@zionanoka.org. 
Below is the schedule for November:

• Nov 4: “Grief and the Holidays” – Jenny Schroedel, MA, Optage® Hospice Chaplain
• Nov 11: “Children and Grief” – Marc Markell, Ph,D., CT, Educator, Author, Thanatologist
• Nov 18: Prayer and Healing Service – Rev. Sue Wallager, Pastor for Spiritual Care, Zion Lutheran Church

Divorce Support Group
Monday, Nov 1 | 7 p.m. | Legacy Room
Anyone who has been or is going through a separation or divorce is welcome to attend this ongoing Divorce Care 
Series. If you have questions, please email Sandy Wallace at sandylwallace@yahoo.com.

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral 
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue 
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know.

Weddings
Oct 9 - Christa Eckhoff & 
Brandon Nord

about our people
Deaths
Connie Novotny
Roger Klimstra
Ron Johnson
Mauno Silpala
Mel McCormick
Carol Sundeen

Karen Siewert in memory of Gary
Brian Lundgren in memory of Lindy
Ron & Pinky Pendergrass in memory of Carolyn Foss and in 
honor of Roger and Carolyn’s wedding anniversary
Bev Fraser in memory of Mavis Youngs
Greg & Ann Bergeron in memory of Christine Bell
Mary Katzke in memory of Christine Bell
Joan Sanchez in memory of Henry

New Members
Kierstin & Matthew 
Laidlaw
Elizabeth & Robert 
Marshall

Deaths
Darlene Cullen
Ronald Gould
Patricia Carlson
Gerald Anderson
Cyndi Magaard
Kris Newmann
Christine Bell



care and serve

Zion Caring Trees
The need is still so great in our community and we hope you can help! The Caring Trees will support four local 
agencies: Alexandra House, Anoka Metro Regional Treatment Center, Stepping Stones Emergency Housing and 
Bridgeview Drop-in Center at Lee Carlson Center. We will be collecting various gift cards: Walmart, Target, Cub, 
The Dollar Store, etc. and we will distribute those to all four of the agencies we are helping. Those gift cards can 
be dropped off at Zion during our business hours. In order to get the gift cards to the agencies in a timely manner 
that can be used by families for Christmas, we ask that you bring the gift cards in by December 12.

Every Meal Volunteers Needed
Every Meal (formerly The Sheridan Story) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to fight child hunger 
through community and school partnerships. They strive to make a difference in children’s lives by specifically 
focusing on food gaps - the times when children aren’t at school to access meal programs. Every Meal supports 
families with programming over the weekends, summers, and extended school breaks. Providing children with 
wholesome food is their focus, and their growth and achievement is at the heart of everything they do. For more 
information about Every Meal go to https://www.everymeal.org/.

Zion Lutheran Church has partnered with Lincoln Elementary, Trinity Episcopal Church and Every Meal to help 
feed children and their families when they are not in school. We need volunteers to place a bag of food into the 
backpacks of Lincoln Elementary students, typically on Fridays, but also the last day before a break. If you would 
like to be part of this great ministry, please contact Pastor Connie ctiede@zionanoka.org.

Family Promise Update
Although the rotating church model to house homeless families was discontinued in March 2020 (during their
stay at Zion), families continue to find employment and housing.

Because of the COVID challenge, we have moved to a temporary model of hotel stays with the help of funds both 
from Family Promise in Anoka County and Anoka County. This model has been successful because more families 
can be served (up to six) and the families have more privacy. There are some downfalls too with the worst being 
no person-to-person contact with Zion volunteers.

Plans are being made to provide guests with a static site which means the volunteers will come to this site 
(eliminating the need for drivers). The most important aspect of this new model will be less stress for the families 
not having to ride to the hosting church twice each day. The site will be near shopping as well as bus 
transportation and the day center facilities will also be in the same building. Negotiations are in process, and we 
will have more to report soon.

Since this will be a different way of serving, we will have new training sessions so everyone is on the same page. 
All the same volunteer duties will still be needed (except drivers and laundry-families will do their own each 
week). Go to https://www.familypromiseanoka.org/ for updated information and to sign up for their newsletter.

For now, Zion continues to be involved by providing one meal a week during each of our host weeks (our 
remaining 2021 host week is December 12-19) as well as providing “hospitality baskets”. To sign up to help, email 
Dulcie livingoutfaith@hotmail.com. We hope you will also consider giving the families cards of encouragement, 
jokes, drawings, riddles -you can be creative. Just drop them off at Zion’s front desk. Thank you so much for your 
continued support and joining us in celebrating the changes to come.

Pat Stearns and Dulcie Campana
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

fire truck visits zion pre-k

On Tuesday and Wednesday, 
September 28 & 29 the Anoka/

Champlin Fire Department stopped 
by the Zion Pre-K with one of their 

fire trucks. It was soooo much fun!!!


